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Tn claim 26, line 1 . please substitute — dissector 
for "stromal separator". 

In claim 27. line 1 . please substitute — dissector 
for "stromal separator". 

In claim 29. line 1 . please substitute — dissector 
for "stromal separator". 



Tn claim 29, line 2 . please substitute — dissector — 
for "stromal separator". 

The claims have been amended so that the word "blade" 
has been eliminated so that the term "dissector" remains. 
This is simply to counter the Examiner's belief that the 
term "blade" may be read to mean that the lower end of the 
dissector could be a knife edge. No new matter has been 
added; no structure has been changed by this Preliminary 
Amendment. 

REMARKS 

This invention is a component of a device for producing 
tunnel-like or closed channel artifices within the human 
cornea. The "business end" of the claimed invention -- the 
dissector — is one which is not intended to cut the 
anterior of the cornea as it is advanced towards the cornea 
but instead is tailored to the step of separating the 
lamellae of the cornea by (desirably) simply pressing apart 
those corneal layers. The leading edge of the separator 
(which is in the plane of the separator) is the only surface 
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functionally strated to separate eye tissue. Once this 
interlamellar tunnel is produced and the inventive device 
removed, an intrastromal corneal ring may be slid in through 
the minuscule cut made in the anterior corneal surface and 
into the otherwise closed channel made by the claimed 
assembly. 

None of the references previously cited show a device 
which meets the functional requirement that the layers and 
the corneal stroma be separated . Allowance of the claims is 
therefore rejected. 



Conclusion 

In sum, applicants submit that all issues presented in 
the various prior Office Actions and the Advisory Action 
have been properly disposed of. Accordingly, applicants 
respectfully request a Notice of Allowance. Should the 
Examiner have any additional questions, comments, or 
requests, he is requested to direct them to the attorney at 
the number listed below. 



MORRISON & FOERSTER 

755 Page Mill Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94304-1018 

(415) 813-5739 

Fax: (415) 494-0792 



Respectfully submitted. 



By 




E. Thomas Wheelock 
Registration No. 28,825 
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